
What is ASPECT spectral surface oil on water screening tool data? 

 

The ASPECT aircraft has flown a triangular pattern that runs east of the rig area to the Louisiana 

delta and north of the rig area to the Mississippi barrier islands.  This repetitive pattern has 

allowed the sea surface to be imaged using an infrared multispectral line scanner.  The ASPECT 

team has developed an automated analysis capability for the infrared data collected over the sea 

surface.  This capability produces a product that determines whether or not a pixel in a sea 

surface image is either, water, oil, oil/water mix, or none of the these categories and is labeled 

Other.  The percentages in each category are determined for each image and the total sampled 

amounts are recorded and reported for each flight.  The following graphic illustrates the 

automated ASPECT surface oil on water display tool.   

 

 
 

 

 


